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Some’ching to Think About

What will be your response when the priest or deacon at your child’s Baptism asks you:
“What do you ask of God’s Church for your child?”

you will be asked to share your response to this question with the group.

Something to Read

B> Romans 5:13, 15, 18

» In the Rite of Daptlism, the Priest prays a “Prayer of exorcism” over the child, saying these words:

We pray for this child:

set him Cher) free from original sin,

make him (her) a templc of your glorg,

and send your Holy SPirit to dwell with him Cher).
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

When parents look at the innocence and beauty of their newborn infant, nothing could possibly seem stranger
than to suggest that this child is branded by sin. Indeed, if original sin were thought of as some sort of personal
fault in the child, such an idea would rightly be dismissed as absurd. However, original sin is not a personal fault;
it is an inherited condition.

Original sin is the name we give to the state of humanity that inclines every human being to evil and makes
us all subject to temptation. Every child is born into a sinful world and is immersed—even before reaching
personal consciousness—in the sinful conditions that breed war, ethnic hatred, corporate greed, and a host
of other evils from which we all need to be delivered. No one escapes being under the influence of this dark
cloud of evil that hangs over our broken human condition.

Paradoxically, the removal of original sin in Baptism is actually the infision of Christ’s grace and love into the
heart and soul of a child. As the prayer above states, freedom from original sin is accomplished by the gift of
the Holy Spirit, a gift that makes a child the temple of God’s glory.

When a child is joined to the Church—the Body of Christ—that child is effectively inserted into a world of
grace. Although sin and temptation will always remain present in the child’s life because we cannot escape it in
this world, the child now shares in the Reign of God already present in its beginnings in this world.
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your previous understanding of the concept?

Think about the world we live in foday, the world into
which your child has been, or will be, born. What do
you see as signs of God's grace in the world today?




